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Professor Abiodun Falodun, 

Editor in Chief 

Tropical Journal of Natural Product Research  

 

 

Dear Professor Abiodun Falodun, 

 

We would like to submit our revised manuscript entitles” Sterculia foetida Leaf Fraction 

Against Matrix Metalloproteinase-9 Protein and 4T1 Breast Cancer Cells: In-Vitro and 

In-Silico Study.” for consideration of publication in the Tropical Journal of Natural 

Product Research. 

 

We have response a point by point questions, comments and suggestions from the 

reviewer to improve our article quality as written along with this letter. We really 

appreciate for all these valuable comments and suggestions. 

 

We hope you would consider this manuscript for the publication in your esteemed 

journal. Your kind consideration would be gratefully acknowledged. 

 

Thank you 
Your sincerely 
 
 
Rollando, M.Sc.Apt. 
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Response to Reviewers 
 

No Reviewer Comments Revision 
1 Please improve the writing of English. The English writing was reviewed and 

corrected accordingly. All corrections 
were highlight in yellow. 

2 Include date (Month and Year) of plant 
collection 

The date of plant collection was stated: 
(March 2020) 

3 Include the volume of Methanol used in 
maceration for the extraction process. 

The volume of methanol was stated: 6 
Liters. 

4 Include a section for acknowledgements if 
any 

There is no acknowledgment 

5 50% of the references cited should be 
between 2016-2020 

Reference percentage between 2016-
2020 is 68.57%, more than 50% 

6 The revised and corrected manuscript 
should be subjected to plagiarism checker 
(15% allowed in TJNPR) and English 
language editing. 

The article has been checked for 
plagiarism and English has been 
improved. 

7 It is necessary to add a correlation 
between molecular docking and in-vitro 
test results. The manuscript is not fully 
explained 

Correlation between molecular docking 
and in-vitro test results has been 
explained. 

8 In general, this journal is well written. 
However, it needs to be revised in the 
background. 

The background has been revised 

9 I think its more ideal to pick one of the 
PEX9 inhibitors or a clinical approved drug 
as your reference compound than the 
sulphate ion. 

I have added a PEX9 inhibitor namely 
NNGH. NNGH is an in vitro MMP-9 
inhibitor. NNGH has an interaction 
energy of -5.9 kkcal / mol. NNGH can 
interact with various amino acids in 
PEX-9, including GLU157 and GLN 154. 

10 The lead compounds bind at residues 
different from GLU402 and the histidine 
triad as talked about in literature. Is it 
possible that your leads are working on 
other sites with allosteric activity? This 
might be an interesting discovery. 
Therefore, it is necessary to do an analysis 
of the binding pockets of the enzyme. Let’s 
know which pocket each lead compound 
is acting on and also your standard 

The results of binding pockets analysis 
show that the lead compounds do not 
interact with GLU402 and the histidine 
triad. This is because the lead 
compound acts on the other allosteric 
side. However, almost all compounds, 
sulfate ion, and positive control interact 
with GLU157 and GLN154. 

11 A table is needed to show residues 
involved in Protein-ligand interactions for 
each lead compound 

The table has been revised. 

12 Abstract method and resume of result 
explain well, but I didn’t found the aim of 
this research 

The aim of the research has been 
explained. 

13 Introduction there many active sentences, 
e.g., “This has led many researchers to 
conduct research to explore plants and 

part of the active sentences has been 
revised 
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chemical compounds that have cancer 
drugs.” It should be nice to write it with 
passive sentences, e.g.,” recent research 
for the plant to got chemical active 
compound for cancer.” 

14 the first line in material and method used 
Bahasa, not English. Speed processor not 
explained well and harddisk just only 4 GB 

The sentences has been revised. 

15 it very nice if the formula of selectivity 
index was explained 

The meaning of selectivity index was 
explained 

16 missing character in sentence line 223 
Correlation of Kd values 

The sentences has been revised. 

17 Reference of selective index < 2 not 
explained 

The reference was stated 
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8. Author mengirimkan kembali kepada manajer editor hasil revisi 

galley proof 
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