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  REVIEW FORM 

The Editorial Team of the Tropical Journal of Natural Product Research kindly request you to review the enclosed 
article. Please complete the form and return to the Editor-in-Chief, editor.tjnpr@gmail.com  

A. MANUSCRIPT 

Journal Tropical Journal of Natural Product Research 

Manuscript Number MY 140AR 

Type of paper Full length  

Title of paper A Phenylpropanoid compound from The Seeds of Sterculia quadrifida 

and  

Cytotoxic Activity 

 

Name of Authors  

 

B. REVIEWER’S SPECIFIC COMMENTS PER SECTION OF MANUSCRIPT 

Abstract Good with some corrections 

Introduction Okay with some corrections too. 

Methodology Doesn’t seem reproducible by others who may want to isolate the same 

compound from the plant. 

Results The nmr spectra quality is poor. 

Discussion There is no Table 1 and no table of chemical shifts. 

Conclusion Okay 

References To be confirmed 

Figures, Tables There is no clear structure for the compound. Table 1 not found… 

 

 

C. REVIEWER’S GENERAL COMMENTS AND REMARKS  

 

Comments may be continued onto another sheet if necessary. 
 

The spectra appended and the spectral data does not support the proposed structure. For 
instance, H-2 and C-2 which are alpha to the carbonyl group cannot have the same resonance 
as H-4/C-4 which are gamma or 3 bonds away from the carbonyl group. There are several 
syntax and grammatical errors some have been corrected. The manuscript needs English 
revision by a native English speaker. 
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D. REVIEWER'S RECOMMENDATION 
 Please mark with "X" one of the options. 

You state the article should: 

 

E. REVIEWER’S INFORMATION 

 

Name Prof. John Igoli 

Official title Professor 

Affiliation Dept of Chemistry, Joseph Sarwuan University of Agriculture Makurdi 

Specialization Organic chemistry, natural products and spectroscopy 

Country Nigeria 

E-mail j.o.igoli@uam.edu.ng 

Phone +234 8130 99 1308 

Signature 

15/06/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publish as it is  

Accept with minor revisions (editor will check), specific comments to the editor below  

Accept with moderate revisions  as recommended by reviewer   

Accept with major corrections (the article should be thoroughly changed) X 

Full article  

Short communication  

the proposed structure is not supported by the spectral data and the spectra attached. There is no 

HRMS to confirm the elemental composition. The nmr spectra are poorly processed and no literature 

data to support their assignments and confirm the structure.  
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    REVIEW FORM 

The Editorial Team of the Tropical Journal of Natural Product Research kindly request you to review the enclosed 
article. Please complete the form and return to the Editor-in-Chief, editor.tjnpr@gmail.com  

A. MANUSCRIPT 

Journal Tropical Journal of Natural Product Research 

Manuscript Number  

Type of paper  

Title of paper A Phenylpropanoid Compound from The Seeds of Sterculia 

quadrifida and Cytotoxic Activity 

 

Name of Authors  

 

B. REVIEWER’S SPECIFIC COMMENTS PER SECTION OF MANUSCRIPT 

Abstract Ok 

Introduction Ok 

Methodology Ok 

Results Ok 

Discussion Ok 

Conclusion Ok 

References Ok 

Figures, Tables Ok 

 
 

 

C. REVIEWER’S GENERAL COMMENTS AND REMARKS  
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Comments may be continued onto another sheet if necessary. 
 

Amend the title slightly:  

A Phenylpropanoid Compound from The Seeds of Sterculia quadrifida and Cytotoxic Activity → A 

Phenylpropanoid Compound from the Seeds of Sterculia quadrifida and its Cytotoxic Activity 

 

Include a photo of the seeds of Sterculia quadrifida would be useful. 

 

Line 10: MTT assay should be explained in full. This assay was mentioned in the Abstract but not 

mentioned under In Vitro Cytotoxicity Assay (Page 6). 

 

Line 9, Line 138 & Line 182: (2E,4E)-1,5-diphenylpenta-2,4-dien-1-one → (2E,4E)-1,5-diphenylpenta-

2,4-dien-1-one 

 

Other compounds that need to be corrected are: 

3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-norlupane-17β,20-diol → 3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-norlupane-17β,20-diol  

3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-lupane-20,28-diol → 3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-lupane-20,28-diol  

3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-20-ol-betulinic acid → 3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-20-ol-betulinic acid   

24-O-(trans-p-feruloyl)-3β-hydroxyl-olean-12-en-28-oic acid → 24-O-(trans-p-feruloyl)-3β-hydroxyl-

olean-12-en-28-oic acid 

 

 

Line 12: 4T1, MCF7, MDA-MB-435, and T47D cell lines → 4T1, MCF-7, MDA-MB-435, and T47D 

breast cancer cell lines 

 

Line 73: Four different types of cancer cells → Four different types of breast cancer cells 

 

Lines 143-146:  

Specifically, the compound exhibited the highest inhibitory activity against 4T1 cells, with an IC50 value 

of 2.29 µg/mL. Additionally, the isolated compounds demonstrated inhibition of MCF7 cells with an 

IC50 value of 9.93 µg/mL, followed by MDA-MB-435 cells (18.09 µg/mL) and T47D cells (12.12 

µg/mL). → Specifically, the compound exhibited the strongest inhibitory activity against 4T1 cells, with 

an IC50 value of 2.29 µg/mL. Additionally, the isolated compound demonstrated inhibition of MCF-7, 

T47D and MDA-MB-435 cells with IC50 values of 9.93, 12.12, and 18.09 µg/mL, respectively.   

 

Line 149: The compound belongs to the group of phenylpropanoid compounds with a 2xC6C3 

framework. → The compound belongs to the group of phenylpropanoid compounds with a six-carbon, 

aromatic phenyl group and a three-carbon propene tail of coumaric acid. 

 

Correct the citation style throughout the article.  

An example is Line 19: Sterculia quadrifida is a species of tree in the genus Sterculia, native to 

Southeast Asia and Australia. (1) → Sterculia quadrifida is a species of tree in the genus Sterculia, 

native to Southeast Asia and Australia.1  

 

Standardize the different spelling used. Examples are MCF cells, MCF7 cells and MCF-7 cells.  

 

Abbreviations that need to be explained are MAPK and MMP. 

 

Edited References as examples: 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/coumaric_acid
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Rollando R, Monica E, Aftoni MH. In vitro cytotoxic potential of Sterculia quadrifida leaf extract 

against human breast cancer cell lines. Trop J Nat Prod Res. 2022;6(8):1228-1232.  

Rollando R, Warsito W, Masruri M, Widodo W. Potential therapeutic use of Sterculia quadrifida R. Br 

and Sterculia foetida Linn.: Review. Asian J Plant Sci. 2020;19(4):325-334.  

Rollando R, Warsito W, Masruri M, Widodo N. Potential matrix metalloproteinase-9 inhibitor of aurone 

compound isolated from Sterculia quadrifida leaves: In-vitro and in-silico studies. Res J Pharm Technol. 

2022;15(11):5250-5254.  

Rollando R, Warsito W, Masruri M, Nashi W. Antibacterial, antioxidant, and cytotoxic flavonoid 

compound from Sterculia quadrifida leaves. Trop J Nat Prod Res. 2021;5(11):1979-1985. 

 

Under References, cite all authors. Do not use et al. Examples are References 21-23. 
 
 

 

D. REVIEWER'S RECOMMENDATION 
 Please mark with "X" one of the options. 

You state the article should: 

 

E. REVIEWER’S INFORMATION 

 

Name Eric WC Chan 

Official title Assoc Prof 

Affiliation UCSI University, Kuala Lumpur 

Specialization Natural Product Chemist 

Country Malaysia 

E-mail erchan@yahoo.com 

Phone  

Signature 

 

 

 

 

Publish as it is  

Accept with minor revisions (editor will check), specific comments to the editor below  

Accept with moderate revisions  as recommended by reviewer  X 

Accept with major corrections (the article should be thoroughly changed)  

Full article  

Short communication  

Reject for reasons noted by the reviewer (please be specific)  



Dr. apt. Rollando, S.Farm., M.Sc. 
Pengajuan ke Lektor Kepala 

16 
 

 

 

Editorial comments to authors 

Title: Names (First and Last name in full, middle name as initials) and affiliations of authors 

should be written correctly. Correspondence authors’ contact address (email and telephone 

number) should also be stated. 

 
In-text references should be in superscript numerals without brackets, and placed after 
commas or full-stop. 
 
All botanical and zoological names should be italicized 
 
Adhere strictly to the Journal’s style for listing references. List the names of all authors 
in place of et al; 
Falodun A, Siraj R, Choudhary MI. GC-MS Insecticidal Leaf essential oil of P. staudtii 
Hutch and Dalz (Icacinaceae). Trop J. Pharm Res. 2009; 82:139-143. 
 
Okolie NP, Falodun A, Oluseyi D. Evaluation of the antioxidant activity of root extract of 
pepper fruit (Dennetia tripetala), and its potential for the inhibition of Lipid peroxidation. 
Afr J. Trad Compl and Altern Med. 2014; 11(3):221-227. Doi: 10.4314/ajtcam. v11i3.31 
 
All comments/corrections made by reviewers should be completely addressed, point by point, 
and make appropriate changes in the manuscript, or provide a suitable rebuttal to any specific 
request for change that has not been made. 
All corrections/changes made in the manuscript should be highlighted in yellow when submitting 
the manuscript in the revised form on or before 23rd June 2023 
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5. Author mengirimkan hasil revisi artikel 

(23-6-2023) 
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Prof. Abiodun Falodun 

Editor in Chief 

Tropical Journal of Natural Product Research 

Dear Abiodun, 

 

I would like to submit our revised manuscript entitles ”A Phenylpropanoid Compound 

from the Seeds of Sterculia quadrifida and its Cytotoxic Activity” for the consideration 

of publication in the tropical journal of natural product research.  

 

I also have answered a point by point questions, comments and suggestions from the 

reviewer to improve our article quality as written along with this letter. I really appreciate 

for all these valuable comments and suggestions. 

I hope very much that you would consider this manuscript for the publication in your 

esteemed journal. Your kind consideration would be gratefully acknowledged. 

 

Thank you 

Your sincerely 

 

Rollando 
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Responses to reviewers’ comments 

 

The author(s) should consider rephrasing 

the title to capture major components of the 

research  

• The abstract needs to be improved   

We have fixed the grammatical error in the 

article. We have improved the English 

language. Proofread certificate already 

exists. 

The abstract word count is < 250. The 

language of the abstract need to be 

improved, the abstract should be grammar 

checked.   

• The abstract captures the entirety of 

the manuscripts (i.e. the abstract 

covers the research scope) and the 

style of writing is appropriate 

however, the abstract need to be 

grammar checked. 

The abstract section has added words and 

research objectives. 

The introduction section needs to be 

grammar checked. Punctuation errors need 

to be corrected. The aim and objectives of 

the research is clear however, the author(s) 

should highlight the novelty of the research. 

The introduction contains limited 

information therefore, the author(s) should 

discuss in details both previous and recent 

research on the use of C. papaya leaf and 

compounds identified from them in the 

treatment of malaria. Also, the author(s) 

should consider comparative analysis of C. 

papaya leaf and other plant parts of C. 

papaya as well as other plants used in the 

treatment of malaria    

• The introduction is concise. 

We have fixed text referencing. 

A Phenylpropanoid Compound from The 

Seeds of Sterculia quadrifida and Cytotoxic 

Activity → A Phenylpropanoid Compound 

from the Seeds of Sterculia quadrifida and 

its Cytotoxic Activity 

 

We have fixed reference writing. 

Line 10: MTT assay should be explained in 

full. This assay was mentioned in the 

Abstract but not mentioned under In Vitro 

Cytotoxicity Assay (Page 6). 

 

We have fixed reference writing. 

Line 9, Line 138 & Line 182: (2E,4E)-1,5-

diphenylpenta-2,4-dien-1-one → (2E,4E)-

1,5-diphenylpenta-2,4-dien-1-one 

 

We have fixed reference writing. 

Other compounds that need to be corrected We have fixed text referencing. 
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are: 

3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-norlupane-

17β,20-diol → 3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-

norlupane-17β,20-diol  

3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-lupane-20,28-

diol → 3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-lupane-

20,28-diol  

3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-20-ol-betulinic 

acid → 3β-O-(trans-p-coumaroyl)-20-ol-

betulinic acid   

24-O-(trans-p-feruloyl)-3β-hydroxyl-olean-

12-en-28-oic acid → 24-O-(trans-p-

feruloyl)-3β-hydroxyl-olean-12-en-28-oic 

acid 

 

Line 12: 4T1, MCF7, MDA-MB-435, and 

T47D cell lines → 4T1, MCF-7, MDA-MB-

435, and T47D breast cancer cell lines 

 

We have fixed text referencing. 

Line 73: Four different types of cancer cells 

→ Four different types of breast cancer cells 

 

We have fixed text referencing. 

Specifically, the compound exhibited the 

highest inhibitory activity against 4T1 cells, 

with an IC50 value of 2.29 µg/mL. 

Additionally, the isolated compounds 

demonstrated inhibition of MCF7 cells with 

an IC50 value of 9.93 µg/mL, followed by 

MDA-MB-435 cells (18.09 µg/mL) and 

T47D cells (12.12 µg/mL). → Specifically, 

the compound exhibited the strongest 

inhibitory activity against 4T1 cells, with an 

IC50 value of 2.29 µg/mL. Additionally, the 

isolated compound demonstrated inhibition 

of MCF-7, T47D and MDA-MB-435 cells 

with IC50 values of 9.93, 12.12, and 18.09 

µg/mL, respectively.   

 

We have fixed text referencing. 

Line 149: The compound belongs to the 

group of phenylpropanoid compounds with 

a 2xC6C3 framework. → The compound 

belongs to the group of phenylpropanoid 

compounds with a six-carbon, aromatic 

phenyl group and a three-carbon propene 

tail of coumaric acid. 

 

We have fixed text referencing. 

Correct the citation style throughout the 

article.  

An example is Line 19: Sterculia quadrifida 

is a species of tree in the genus Sterculia, 

We have fixed text referencing. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/coumaric_acid
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native to Southeast Asia and Australia. (1) 

→ Sterculia quadrifida is a species of tree 

in the genus Sterculia, native to Southeast 

Asia and Australia.1  

 

Standardize the different spelling used. 

Examples are MCF cells, MCF7 cells and 

MCF-7 cells 

We have fixed text referencing. 

Abbreviations that need to be explained are 

MAPK and MMP. 

 

We have fixed text referencing. 

Edited References as examples: 

 

Rollando R, Monica E, Aftoni MH. In vitro 

cytotoxic potential of Sterculia quadrifida 

leaf extract against human breast cancer cell 

lines. Trop J Nat Prod Res. 2022;6(8):1228-

1232.  

Rollando R, Warsito W, Masruri M, Widodo 

W. Potential therapeutic use of Sterculia 

quadrifida R. Br and Sterculia foetida Linn.: 

Review. Asian J Plant Sci. 2020;19(4):325-

334.  

Rollando R, Warsito W, Masruri M, Widodo 

N. Potential matrix metalloproteinase-9 

inhibitor of aurone compound isolated from 

Sterculia quadrifida leaves: In-vitro and in-

silico studies. Res J Pharm Technol. 

2022;15(11):5250-5254.  

Rollando R, Warsito W, Masruri M, Nashi 

W. Antibacterial, antioxidant, and cytotoxic 

flavonoid compound from Sterculia 

quadrifida leaves. Trop J Nat Prod Res. 

2021;5(11):1979-1985. 

 

Under References, cite all authors. Do not 

use et al. Examples are References 21-23. 

 

We have fixed text referencing. 

The tables should be presented based on the 

journal author guideline. 

We have fixed text referencing. 

The spectra appended and the spectral data 

does not support the proposed structure. For 

instance, H-2 and C-2 which are alpha to the 

carbonyl group cannot have the same 

resonance as H-4/C-4 which are gamma or 3 

bonds away from the carbonyl group. There 

We have fixed text referencing. 
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are several syntax and grammatical errors 

some have been corrected. The manuscript 

needs English revision by a native English 

speaker. 
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6. Manajer editor mengirimkan galley proof 

(29-6-2023) 
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7.  Author mengirimkan kembali kepada manajer editor hasil 
revisi galley proof 

(29-6-2023) 
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8. Artikel dipublikasi pada Tropical Journal of Natural 
Product Research. Vol. 7. Issue 6. Juli 2023 

(1-7-2023) 
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